MGH Garden Design Questionnaire
maria@mghgardens.com
267-240-3010 
In order to design a successful garden, it is helpful to step back and think about how you would like to use your garden and how you envision it looking.  Do you need a safe place for children to play, a dining area for 2 or 20, a spot to read, relax, or soak up the sun?  And have you thought about your constraints? Do you have excessive sun or lots of shade?  How about a dog that digs (or lifts his leg on the sidewalk beds)? Like your home, your garden will need constant maintenance… leaves fall, weeds grow, irrigation nozzles plug up, shrubs need shaping, roses need dead-heading.  In a good design, form follows function.  That means ﬁrst we must take into account your needs and constraints, then we can tie them all together and make a garden that both looks great and works for you! So remember, as you ogle over those garden photos, a successful garden begins with a plan designed around your site conditions, budget and individual needs and taste. This completed questionnaire will enable us to design a garden that is right for you.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
What is the goal of this landscaping project?
Do you have a desired completion date?
Do you have existing site plans?
EXISTING CONDITIONS:
What do you like most and least about your garden?
What single most important thing would you change?
Is there existing landscaping to remain (plants, paving, fencing, irrigation, etc.)  Please explain
Do you have existing irrigation (  ) Yes  (  ) No
How long do you intend to stay in your home?  
When do you intend to use your garden (  ) Evenings (  ) Weekends (  ) Daytime
SITE CONDITIONS
What are the sun conditions of your garden?
(  ) Shade (  ) Part shade (  ) Full sun
If some areas receive different amounts of sun please explain. 
Site issues, check all that apply:
(  ) Privacy issues
(  ) Water, too wet
(  ) Water too dry  
(  ) Erosion or drainage       
(  ) Pest problems, slugs gophers, dogs
What are your soils conditions (  ) Rocky  (  ) Sandy  (  ) Clay (  ) Loam (  ) Wet ( ) Dry

GARDEN DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
Plant preferences:  Please list any plants that would like and not like in your garden.
What ﬂower/foliage colors are you fond of?
Which do you particularly dislike?
What features would you like in your future garden, check all that apply.
(  ) Dining    
(  ) Lounging   (  ) Children’s play area       
(  ) Grasses
(  ) Butterflies  (  ) Birds      
(  ) Cutting garden  
(  ) Herbs  (  ) Vegetables
(  ) Pergola   
(  ) Shade     
(  ) Landscape Lighting  (  ) Patio  (  ) Deck
(  ) Wood storage  (  ) Toolshed  (  ) Planters and pots (  ) Garbage storage 
(  ) Irrigation    (  ) Flower Garden  (  ) 4 season interest  (  ) Sculpture
(  ) Fence     
(  ) Gate       
(  ) Evergreen  (  ) Grilling (  ) Firepit
(  ) Benches/seating 
(  ) Paths      
(  ) Patio
What mood would you like your garden to project?
(  ) Contemplative/restful (  ) Formal  (  ) Informal 
(  ) Exuberant
Which area of your garden would you like to place emphasis on? 
(  )  Front garden  (  ) Back yard  (  ) Deck 
(  ) Terrace   

What are your preferred hardscaping materials?
(  ) Flagstone   (  ) EP Henry   (  ) Brick      
(  ) Gravel    
(  ) Concrete
(  ) Stone wall  (  ) Brick wall  (  ) Stucco wall  (  ) EP Henry Wall

DESIGN THEMES
How would you like your garden to look? Please circle one or more of the following:   
Country —colorful, mixed borders, perennials, informal layout with winding rustic paths  
Zen — simple; mixed shrubs and groundcover, serene, shady, lots of green, perhaps a pond or other water feature, slate or bluestone paving
Formal—symmetrical, clipped hedges, lawns, pergolas, paths, fountains  
English - combines “country” and “formal”
Contemporary—architectural foliage, strong color contrasts, mass plantings   
Native—Mainly native plants, gravel or mulch paths, natural/ wild  
Mediterranean—drought tolerant planting like grasses, lavender, succulents, yucca, rockroses, olive trees, rosemary
DESIGN MOOD 
How would you like your garden to feel? Highlight all that apply:
Private         
Serene/Calming       
Relaxing Casual/Informal   
Fragrant
Symmetrical    Spiritual                   
Verdant/Lush Formal          
Bold Fun/Whimsical
Tropical       
Woodland              


                    
Rustic
Exotic          
Contemporary         
Flowing/Grasses
MAINTENANCE
How will the garden be maintained?
(  ) By homeowner (  ) By professional gardener
Please check your preference
(  ) Low maintenance garden: spring & fall cleanups with mostly shrubs and evergreens
(  ) Medium maintenance: mixed plantings that need occasional care, some dividing and pruning
(  )Hobby gardener (don’t mind dividing, staking, pruning, garden with lots of flowers
Desired planting effect:
(  )  Instant gratiﬁcation, I want large shrubs and trees for immediate effect
and don’t mind spending the extra money
(  ) Delayed gratiﬁcation, I like to watch them grow and change and want to watch my budget
BUDGET
Most people don’t want to think about this, but budget will determine whether your garden can be installed all at once or phased in over time; it will also determine whether or not you can hire a professional landscape contractor to install the garden, the selection of paving materials and the size of the plant material speciﬁed in the ﬁnal plans.
Please circle the budget ﬁgure that is closest to what you are willing to spend:
(  ) 8-10K (  ) 10-20K (  ) 20-40K  (  ) 50-70K  (  ) Whatever it takes
How did you hear about MGH Gardens?
Please send images of your garden to maria@mghgardens.com  we find aerial ones are most useful, taken at various times throughout the day. For instance 9am, 11am, 1pm, 3pm, 5 pm
Thank you for your input.  Please feel free to share images of gardens and plants you like.  Your feedback will thoughtfully be incorporated into your design.
Please email this survey to maria@mghgardens.com. We will contact you to discuss it shortly.
